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considerations, this paper criticizes the common misconception that it is not appropriate for
legislators to undertake legal interpretation, and calls for an understanding of the Basic Law of
the SAR of Hong Kong in the framework of Chinese constitutional system.

(11) Cities in Traditional Chinese Fiction and Their Modern Interpretation
Sun Xun, LiuFang -° 160 °

The complex space of cities exerted a profound and farreaching influence on traditional
Chinese fiction writing. Starting from the description of city spaces, particularly urban
landmarks, as the backdrop for stories and ranging through the urban political culture of political
struggles, power symbols, the selection of talent, and festivals and carnivals to the daily life of
city dwellers with their dreams of prosperity, legendary love stories and inner yearning for
justice, the cities of traditional Chinese fiction offer us a picture that goes far beyond the merely
geographic to show political and cultural indicators and the contents of daily life. Such
descriptions created vivid and distinct city images that in turn became the common life experience
and cultural imagination of urban dwellers and offered a common cultural identity and standpoint
for those living in the same city .

(12) The Implications and Significance for Poetics of the Move to Prose in New Poetry
Wang Zelong - 171 °

In the last century, modern Chinese poetry has moved ever further from the prosody of
traditional Chinese poetry, moving closer to prose. For a long time, scholars have looked down
on the poetic theory and creative practice of this kind of poetry. Some go so far as to blame it for
the immaturity and even failure of modern Chinese poetry. Based on a systematic examination of
the theoretical sources of cultural poetics in this move towards prose in New Poetry, this study
explores trends in its evolution and analyses misconceptions about the theory of this
development. It elaborates on the implications for poetics of this trend towards prose in the four
areas of free verse form, vernacular vocabulary, natural pitch and modern poetic inspiration,
demonstrating its rationality, value significance and inevitability.

(13) Zhu Xi s Relationship with the Pre-Heaven Theory of the Zhou Yi
Zhan Shichuang, Yang Yan ° 181 °

Zhu Xi, the epitome of Song Neo-Confucianism, was not only concerned with the pre-heaven
theory of the Zhou Yi, but also made a contribution in this field. His work on the subject bears a
marked sense of root-seeking. In tracing the origin of the pre-heaven sequence (xian tian tu), he
not only recognized the contribution of Chen Tuan and Shao Yong to its transmission, but also
traced it further back to the Zhou Yi Can Tong Qi (Talisman of the Three Receptacles based on
Zhou Yi) via Shao and Chen. Moreover, rather than being confined to the pre-heaven sequence,
the theory he expounded integrated other related schema that represent the natural order, such as
Hetu (The River Map) and Taiji Tu (ithe T ai Chi Diagram), all of which were incorporated in
the cultural system of his pre-heaven theory. His efforts to break down the boundaries between
different schools and incorporate the schema of divination masters in his own system not only
enriched the contents of the pre-heaven theory in the Zhou Yi, but also facilitated the
development of studies on the Zhou Yi from the Southern Song Dynasty on, and promoted the in-
depth integration of Confucianism and Taoism.

(14) From Tian Xia to the World: Changes in Late Qing Intellectuals Conceptions of the Human
Society Luo Zhitian ° 191 °

The concept of Tian Xia (All Under Heaven) had both a broad and a narrow meaning in
traditional China, corresponding respectively to the world and China. It was generally believed
that a process of gradual retreat from Tian Xia to the state took place in early modern China.
However, a closer examination of earlier thinking may reveal the process more as one of
transformation from Tian Xia to the world.” Kang Youwei creatively transformed Gongyang s
idea of the Three Generations from a diachronic to a synchronic concept, facilitating a smooth
transformation. However, China was excluded from the Western-led world" system. The
Chinese literati s yearning to become a part of the world, and their endeavor to earn China a
better position in the world, involved a hesitant process of exploration.
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