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Liang Qichao and Emergence of Republican Idea in China
Sang Bing

Abstract; The word “republicanism ” with its current mearning was adopted into Chinese language since the year 1879,
yet till the failure of the 1898 Reform, Chinese only had fragmentary and incoherent knowledge about republicanism,
individuals had their own thinking and usage about republicanism.Contrary to the viewpoint that Liang Qichao was
opposed to republicanism, introduction of republicanism and its related ideas into China, emergence of republican
ideological trend and its ensued impact in China.are largely owing to Liang Qichao’s efforts. As a refugee in foreign
countries, regardless of high pressure from Kang Youwei,relying on The China Discussion and Xinmin Congbao Liang
Qichao persisted in propagandizing republicanism. Yet impacted by the inner fight of his New Party and oversea
Chinese, malpractices of the American countries, the Powers’ striving for hegemony, he changed his mind about
republicanism.At a time republicanism was blooming in China, when he returned to China, he declared giving up
republic proposal and retreated to enlightened despotism position. He lost the position of republican pioneer, yet he still
made efforts to encouraging the young Chinese.

Keywords: Liang Qichao;republicanism; Bluntchli Johann Caspar; Conrad Bornhak
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