
HowToWriteaThesisStatement(论点）

WhatisaThesisStatement?

Almostallofus—evenifwedon’tdoitconsciously—lookearlyinanessayforaone-or

two-sentencecondensationoftheargumentoranalysisthatistofollow.Werefertothat

condensationasathesisstatement.

WhyShouldYourEssayContainaThesisStatement?

 totestyourideasbydistillingthem intoasentenceortwo

 tobetterorganizeanddevelopyourargument

 toprovideyourreaderwitha“guide”toyourargument

Ingeneral,yourthesisstatementwillaccomplishthesegoalsifyouthinkofthethesisas

theanswertothequestionyourpaperexplores.

HowtoTellaStrongThesisStatementfrom aWeakOne

1.Astrongthesisstatementtakessomesortofstand.

Rememberthatyourthesisneedstoshowyourconclusionsaboutasubject.For

example,ifyouarewritingapaperforaclassonfitness,youmightbeaskedtochoosea

popularweight-lossproducttoevaluate.Herearetwothesisstatements:

TherearesomenegativeandpositiveaspectstotheBananaHerbTeaSupplement.

Thisisaweakthesisstatement.First,itfailstotakeastand.Second,thephrase negative

andpositiveaspects isvague.

BecauseBananaHerbTeaSupplementpromotesrapidweightlossthatresultsinthe

lossofmuscleandleanbodymass,itposesapotentialdangertocustomers.

Thisisastrongthesisbecauseittakesastand,andbecauseit'sspecific.

2.Astrongthesisstatementjustifiesdiscussion.

Yourthesisshouldindicatethepointofthediscussion.Ifyourassignmentistowritea

paperonkinshipsystems,usingyourownfamilyasanexample,youmightcomeupwith

eitherofthesetwothesisstatements:

Myfamilyisanextendedfamily.

Thisisaweakthesisbecauseitmerelystatesanobservation.Yourreaderwon’tbeable

totellthepointofthestatement,andwillprobablystopreading.



WhilemostAmericanfamilieswouldviewconsanguinealmarriageasathreattothe

nuclearfamilystructure,manyIranianfamilies,likemyown,believethatthese

marriageshelpreinforcekinshiptiesinanextendedfamily.

Thisisastrongthesisbecauseitshowshowyourexperiencecontradictsa

widely-acceptedview.Agoodstrategyforcreatingastrongthesisistoshowthatthe

topiciscontroversial.Readerswillbeinterestedinreadingtherestoftheessaytosee

howyousupportyourpoint.

3.Astrongthesisstatementexpressesonemainidea.

Readersneedtobeabletoseethatyourpaperhasonemainpoint.Ifyourthesis

statementexpressesmorethanoneidea,thenyoumightconfuseyourreadersaboutthe

subjectofyourpaper.Forexample:

CompaniesneedtoexploitthemarketingpotentialoftheInternet,andWebpagescan

providebothadvertisingandcustomersupport.

Thisisaweakthesisstatementbecausethereadercan’tdecidewhetherthepaperis

aboutmarketingontheInternetorWebpages.Torevisethethesis,therelationship

betweenthetwoideasneedstobecomemoreclear.Onewaytorevisethethesiswould

betowrite:

BecausetheInternetisfilledwithtremendousmarketingpotential,companiesshould

exploitthispotentialbyusingWebpagesthatofferbothadvertisingandcustomer

support.

Thisisastrongthesisbecauseitshowsthatthetwoideasarerelated.Hint:agreatmany

clearandengagingthesisstatementscontainwords

like because, since, so, although, unless,and however.

4.Astrongthesisstatementisspecific.Donotjudge.

Athesisstatementshouldshowexactlywhatyourpaperwillbeabout,andwillhelpyou

keepyourpapertoamanageabletopic.Forexample,ifyou'rewritingaseven-to-tenpage

paperonhunger,youmightsay:

Worldhungerhasmanycausesandeffects.

Thisisaweakthesisstatementfortwomajorreasons.First, worldhunger can’tbe

discussedthoroughlyinseventotenpages.Second, manycausesandeffects isvague.

Youshouldbeabletoidentifyspecificcausesandeffects.Arevisedthesismightlook

likethis:

HungerpersistsinGlandeliniabecausejobsarescarceandfarmingintheinfertilesoil

israrelyprofitable.



Thisisastrongthesisstatementbecauseitnarrowsthesubjecttoamorespecificand

manageabletopic,anditalsoidentifiesthespecificcausesfortheexistenceofhunger.

HowCanYouWriteaGoodThesisStatement?

Herearesomehelpfulhintstogetyoustarted.Youcaneitherscrolldownorselectalink

toaspecifictopic.

HowtoGenerateaThesisStatementiftheTopicisAssigned

Almostallassignments,nomatterhowcomplicated,canbereducedtoasinglequestion.

Yourfirststep,then,istodistilltheassignmentintoaspecificquestion.Forexample,if

yourassignmentis,“Writeareporttothelocalschoolboardexplainingthepotential

benefitsofusingcomputersinafourth-gradeclass,”turntherequestintoaquestionlike,

“Whatarethepotentialbenefitsofusingcomputersinafourth-gradeclass?”Afteryou’ve

chosenthequestionyouressaywillanswer,composeoneortwocompletesentences

answeringthatquestion.

Q: “Whatarethepotentialbenefitsofusingcomputersinafourth-gradeclass?”

A: “Thepotentialbenefitsofusingcomputersinafourth-gradeclassare...”

OR

A: “Usingcomputersinafourth-gradeclasspromisestoimprove...”

Theanswertothequestionisthethesisstatementfortheessay.

HowtoGenerateaThesisStatementiftheTopicisnotAssigned

Evenifyourassignmentdoesn’taskaspecificquestion,yourthesisstatementstillneeds

toansweraquestionabouttheissueyou’dliketoexplore.Inthissituation,yourjobisto

figureoutwhatquestionyou’dliketowriteabout.

Agoodthesisstatementwillusuallyincludethefollowingfourattributes:

 takeonasubjectuponwhichreasonablepeoplecoulddisagree



 dealwithasubjectthatcanbeadequatelytreatedgiventhenatureofthe

assignment

 expressonemainidea

 assertyourconclusionsaboutasubject

Let’sseehowtogenerateathesisstatementforasocialpolicypaper.

Brainstorm thetopic.

Let’ssaythatyourclassfocusesupontheproblemsposedbychangesinthedietary

habitsofAmericans.YoufindthatyouareinterestedintheamountofsugarAmericans

consume.

Youstartoutwithathesisstatementlikethis:

Sugarconsumption.

Thisfragmentisn’tathesisstatement.Instead,itsimplyindicatesageneralsubject.

Furthermore,yourreaderdoesn’tknowwhatyouwanttosayaboutsugarconsumption.

Narrowthetopic.

Yourreadingsaboutthetopic,however,haveledyoutotheconclusionthatelementary

schoolchildrenareconsumingfarmoresugarthanishealthy.

Youchangeyourthesistolooklikethis:

Reducingsugarconsumptionbyelementaryschoolchildren.

Thisfragmentnotonlyannouncesyoursubject,butitfocusesononesegmentofthe

population:elementaryschoolchildren.Furthermore,itraisesasubjectuponwhich

reasonablepeoplecoulddisagree,becausewhilemostpeoplemightagreethatchildren

consumemoresugarthantheyusedto,noteveryonewouldagreeonwhatshouldbe

doneorwhoshoulddoit.Youshouldnotethatthisfragmentisnotathesisstatement

becauseyourreaderdoesn’tknowyourconclusionsonthetopic.

Takeapositiononthetopic.

Afterreflectingonthetopicalittlewhilelonger,youdecidethatwhatyoureallywantto

sayaboutthistopicisthatsomethingshouldbedonetoreducetheamountofsugar

thesechildrenconsume.

Youreviseyourthesisstatementtolooklikethis:

Moreattentionshouldbepaidtothefoodandbeveragechoicesavailabletoelementary

schoolchildren.

Thisstatementassertsyourposition,buttheterms moreattention and foodand

beveragechoices arevague.



Usespecificlanguage.

Youdecidetoexplainwhatyoumeanabout foodandbeveragechoices,soyouwrite:

Expertsestimatethathalfofelementaryschoolchildrenconsumeninetimesthe

recommendeddailyallowanceofsugar.

Thisstatementisspecific,butitisn’tathesis.Itmerelyreportsastatisticinsteadof

makinganassertion.

Makeanassertionbasedonclearlystatedsupport.

Youfinallyreviseyourthesisstatementonemoretimetolooklikethis:

BecausehalfofallAmericanelementaryschoolchildrenconsumeninetimesthe

recommendeddailyallowanceofsugar,schoolsshouldberequiredtoreplacethe

beveragesinsodamachineswithhealthyalternatives.

Noticehowthethesisanswersthequestion,“Whatshouldbedonetoreducesugar

consumptionbychildren,andwhoshoulddoit?”Whenyoustartedthinkingaboutthe

paper,youmaynothavehadaspecificquestioninmind,butasyoubecamemore

involvedinthetopic,yourideasbecamemorespecific.Yourthesischangedtoreflect

yournewinsights.


