
Listenandanswerthequestions.

1.WhatisthemoreurgentquestionforUSschoolsrightnowduringCOVID-19?Why?

2.Canallthestudentsgetthefreemealstheyarequalifiedfor?Why?

3.Whatfoodscanstudentsgetfrom theirschoolsforfree?

4.Whatdoschoolsdotoensurethatstudentscangetfreefoodswhentheschoolsare

closedduringthepandemic?

5.WhatisPandemicEBT?

6.Whatdoesitmeanbythephrase“thewildcardinthiswholeequation”?Whatisthe

wildcard?



Listenandfillintheblanks.

 'ChildrenAreGoingHungry':WhySchoolsAreStrugglingToFeedStudents

NOELKING,HOST:

ArekidsforcedbyCOVIDtodoschoolfrom homeactuallylearning?Thisisabig

questionrightnow.Butamoreurgentquestionmaybe________________.About_________

Americankidsdependontheirschools_____________.Andanewanalysissaysmany

_________.NPR'seducationcorrespondentCoryTurnerhasbeenfollowingthisone.Hey,

Cory.

CORYTURNER,BYLINE:Hey,Noel.

KING:Howmanykidsarewetalkingaboutwhomaynotbegettingfood?

TURNER:Youknow,well,IspokewithLaurenBauerattheBrookingsInstitution.And

she'sbeenstudyingtheresultsofthisnewhouseholdsurveyfrom theCensusBureau.

Andshefoundthatamong_______________whoqualifyforeitherfreeorlow-costschool

meals,only______haverecentlybeengettingthem.And,youknow,Iheardsomething

similarwhenIgotonthephonewithschoolleaders____________.Soforexample,in

Tucson,Ariz.,theschools'FoodServicesDirectorLindsayAguilar,shetoldmethey're

nowreachingjustasmallfractionoftheirkids.

LINDSAYAGUILAR:Everydaythatgoesbyisthedaythatwe'reserving10%of_________.

Andthat'sthedishearteningpartisbecauseinourdistrict,70%ofourfamiliesqualifyfor

________.SoIknowthere'saneed.

TURNER:Aguilar'snowtryingtomeetthatneed,Noel,byactually_____________________

andthentryingtomeetstudents______________.

KING:Oh,wow.Sothatisalotoflogistics.Howcommonisthat?

TURNER:Yeah.

KING:Areotherschoolstryingthingslikethis?

TURNER:Well,sothestandardherewhenthepandemicbegan,atleast,andschools

closedisthatfamilieswouldgenerallyhavetoshowupatadailydesignated________,

likeaschool,tograb__________and,usually,_____________.Butas__________have

returnedtowork,it'sbecomemuchharderforthem ortheirkidstogettothesesites.And

that'swhyschooldistrictsare,rightnow,reallytryingtoimprovise.

InFultonCounty,Ga.,IspokewithAlyssiaWright.Sheheads___________there.Shetold

mesincelotsofpeoplejustcan't________everyday,she'sbeentryingto____________a

wholeweek'sworthofmealsintojustone________.Andnowshe'sdoingwhatTucson's



doing.She'stryingtofigureouthowtofitallofthisfoodontotheirschoolbuses.And

shetoldmesheisconstantlyworryingabouthungrystudents.

ALYSSIAWRIGHT:Everyday.Iworryaboutthem everyday.Ithinkaboutiteverynight.

We___________wayseveryweektofindanewwaytogetmealstoourkids.

TURNER:Butthisisreallyimportant,Noel.Asthey'retryingtofindthesenewways,many

mealprograms-infact,themajority-________________.Andsomeareevenatriskof

havingtolayoffstaffsoon.

KING:Andinthemeantime,30millionkidsrelyonthis.Canthefederalgovernmentdo

anything?

TURNER:Well,Iwanttofocusononereallyinteresting_______inthiswholeequation.In

thespring,CongresscreatedsomethingcalledPandemicEBT.Itbasicallytookthevalue

of___________________________anditputit-usuallyinalumpsum of_____________-onto

_______thatfamiliescouldusedirectlyat________.Now,LaurenBauer,theresearcherat

Brookings,shestudiedthisprogram.Andshesaysitkeptbetween21/2and31/2

millionchildren____________________.ButbyLaborDay,it's_______nowin33states.And

only______canrenewit.And_____________________.

KING:NPReducationcorrespondentCoryTurner.Thanksforyourreportingonthis,Cory.

TURNER:Thankyou,Noel.


