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Environmental,fair-accessconcernsarecitedasreasons
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LoyolaUniversityChicagobeganencouragingstudentstodrinktapwaterbygivingall

freshmenreusablebottleslastfallandinstallingmorerefillstationsaroundcampus

throughoutthispastyear.

Nowit'splanningtobanthesaleofbottledwateraltogether.

Startingthisfall,theuniversitywillstopsellingbottledwaterinitscafeteriasandretail

locations.Thenin2013,bottledwaterwillberemovedfrom campusvendingmachines.

CampusleadersbelieveLoyolaisthefirstIllinoiscollegeoruniversitytoeliminatethe

saleofbottledwater,thoughstudentactiviststhroughoutthecountryhaveralliedbehind

theissuethispastschoolyear,citingenvironmentalconcernsabouttheuseofplastic

bottlesaswellasawarenessaboutensuringfairaccesstodrinkingwaterglobally.

Someinstitutions,mostlysmallerschools,haverespondedwithfullorpartialbans.

OtherlargeinstitutionsmakingthemoveincludetheUniversityofVermont,whichwill

banbottledwatersalesstartingnextyear,andHarvardUniversity'sSchoolofPublic

Health,whichremovedbottledwaterfrom itscafeteriaearlierthisyear.

Severalyearsago,CookCounty,Ill.,bannedcounty-fundedpurchasesofbottledwater,

thoughit'sstillsoldinvendingmachineslocatedoncountyproperty.

AtLoyola'stwocampusesinRogersParkanddowntownChicago,about8,500bottles

ofwateramontharesoldinthedininghalls.Manymorebottlesareboughtthrough

vendingmachines.

"Wewantedtobeoneoftheuniversitiestakingastanceonthisissueofbottledwater

oncampus,"saidRobertKelly,Loyola'svicepresidentforstudentdevelopment."Wehave

pictureswithLakeMichiganbehindthecampus.Wehaveoneofthelargestsourcesof

freshwaterinthearea,intheworld,anditseemedoddtokeepdoingthebottledwater

thing."

Theuniversitystillwillallowsalesofbottledjuice,sodaandspecialtywaters.Energy

drinksalreadyarebanned.

Some students have expressed concern about the university reducing their

purchasing choices,Kellyacknowledged.And Tim Bramlet,oftheIllinoisBeverage

Association,saidhismembersarenothappywiththemove.

"Wateris good foryou,is the bottom line.In mostcases,people would be

encouragingotherstodrinkwaterratherthanmakingitharderforstudentsandfacultyto

gettheirhandsonit,"saidBramlet,executivedirectorofthegroup."Itissomethingwe

thinkisshortsightedandwon'tsolveanything."

TheLoyolabancomesafterayearlongeducationalcampaigncalled"UnCapLoyola,"

whichfocusedontheenvironmentalandsocialjusticeimplicationsofbottlingandselling

communitywater.Studentspassedareferendum proposalinMarchsayingtheysupport

theremovalofbottledwater,anduniversityadministratorsannouncedthebanlastweek.



Alexandra Vecchio,a Loyola senior and incoming president of the Student

EnvironmentalAlliance,saidshehasseenstudents'attitudeschangeaboutbottledwater.

Indeed,whenshemovedintoadorm threeyearsago,shebroughtalongacaseofbottled

water.Now shecarriesaroundareusablebottleandfillsitupatwaterstationsbefore

classandinthecafeteria.

Shesaidshewasconvincedbythesocialjusticearguments.

"Accessto cleanandsafewaterisahumanright,"Vecchio,20,said."Whena

corporationcomesinandbottlesthatwaterandthatwaterbecomesprivatizedandis

soldbacktothepeople,thentheyloseaccesstothewater....Whathappenstothe

peoplewhocan'taffordit?"

Loyolaadministratorsdistributedstainlesssteelbottlestonewstudentsthisfalland

studentgroupshavebeenhandingthem outthroughouttheyear.

Loyolaofficialshavesofarinstalledabout35waterfillingstationsaroundcampusat

acostofabout$2,000each,Kellysaid.

LoyolaseniorJuliaPoirier,thestudentgovernmentpresident,saidthegroupplansto

distributeabout1,000canteenswiththephrase"RamblersrunonChicagotap."

"There'sbeenabehavioralandcultureshiftoncampus,"Poiriersaid."Itiskindof

weird when Iactuallyseebottled wateragain.Ifyou go to anymeeting with the

administration,everypersonhasacanteen."


