
Listenandanswerthequestions.

1.WhatisthemoreurgentquestionforUSschoolsrightnowduringCOVID-19?Why?

Themoreurgentquestionmaybewhetherstudentsareeating.About30million

Americankidsdependontheirschoolsforfreeorlow-costmeals.Butmanyaren't

gettingthem.

2.Canallthestudentsgetthefreemealstheyarequalifiedfor?Why?

Only10%ofthefreemealsareserved. Asmoreandmoreparentsandcaregivers

havereturnedtowork,it'sbecomemuchharderforthem ortheirkidstogettothesites

togetmeals.

3.Whatfoodscanstudentsgetfrom theirschoolsforfree?

Theycangeteverydaylunchandbreakfastforfreeoratalowcost.

4.Whatdoschoolsdotoensurethatstudentscangetfreefoodswhentheschoolsare

closedduringthepandemic?

Someschoolsareactuallytryingtopackandfreezeawholeweek'sworthofmealsinto

justonepickup.Andthenputmealsonschoolbusesandthentryingtomeetstudentsat

dozensofbusstopseachday.

5.WhatisPandemicEBT?

Itisaprogram createdbyCongressorthegovernment.Itbasicallytookthevalueof

theschoolmealsthatkidsweren'tgettinginthespringanditputit-usuallyinalump

sum ofafewhundreddollars-ontoadebitcardthatfamiliescouldusedirectlyatthe

grocerystore.Itkeptbetween21/2and31/2millionchildrenoutofhungerthissummer.

6.Whatdoesitmeanbythephrase“thewildcardinthiswholeequation”?Whatisthe

wildcard?

Itmeanstheuncertaintyinthiswholesituation.ButbyLaborDay,thedebitcardis

expirednowin33states.AndonlyCongresscanrenewit.Andthatdoesn'tseem likelyto

happenanytimesoon-atleast,notatthemoment.



Listenandfillintheblanks.

 'ChildrenAreGoingHungry':WhySchoolsAreStrugglingToFeedStudents

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/908442609

NOELKING,HOST:

ArekidsforcedbyCOVIDtodoschoolfrom homeactuallylearning?Thisisabig

questionrightnow.Butamoreurgentquestionmaybewhetherthey'reeating.About30

millionAmericankidsdependontheirschoolsforfreeorlow-costmeals.Andanew

analysissaysmanyaren'tgettingthem.NPR'seducationcorrespondentCoryTurnerhas

beenfollowingthisone.Hey,Cory.

CORYTURNER,BYLINE:Hey,Noel.

KING:Howmanykidsarewetalkingaboutwhomaynotbegettingfood?

TURNER:Youknow,well,IspokewithLaurenBauerattheBrookingsInstitution.And

she'sbeenstudyingtheresultsofthisnewhouseholdsurveyfrom theCensusBureau.

Andshefoundthatamonglow-incomehouseholdswithkidswhoqualifyforeitherfreeor

low-costschoolmeals,onlyabout15%haverecentlybeengettingthem.And,youknow,I

heardsomethingsimilarwhenIgotonthephonewithschoolleadersallacrossthe

country.Soforexample,inTucson,Ariz.,theschools'FoodServicesDirectorLindsay

Aguilar,shetoldmethey'renowreachingjustasmallfractionoftheirkids.

LINDSAYAGUILAR:Everydaythatgoesbyisthedaythatwe'reserving10%ofour

normalamountofmeals.Andthat'sthedishearteningpartisbecauseinourdistrict,70%

ofourfamiliesqualifyforfreeorreduced.SoIknowthere'saneed.

TURNER:Aguilar'snowtryingtomeetthatneed,Noel,byactuallyputtingmealson

schoolbusesandthentryingtomeetstudentsatdozensofbusstopseachday.

KING:Oh,wow.Sothatisalotoflogistics.Howcommonisthat?

TURNER:Yeah.

KING:Areotherschoolstryingthingslikethis?

TURNER:Well,sothestandardherewhenthepandemicbegan,atleast,andschools

closedisthatfamilieswouldgenerallyhavetoshowupatadailydesignatedpickupsite,

likeaschool,togrababaggedlunchand,usually,abreakfastforthenextmorning.But

asmoreandmoreparentsandcaregivershavereturnedtowork,it'sbecomemuch

harderforthem ortheirkidstogettothesesites.Andthat'swhyschooldistrictsare,

rightnow,reallytryingtoimprovise.



InFultonCounty,Ga.,IspokewithAlyssiaWright.Sheheadstheschoolnutritionprogram

there.Shetoldmesincelotsofpeoplejustcan'tshowupeveryday,she'sbeentryingto

packandfreezeawholeweek'sworthofmealsintojustonepickup.Andnowshe'sdoing

whatTucson'sdoing.She'stryingtofigureouthowtofitallofthisfoodontotheirschool

buses.Andshetoldmesheisconstantlyworryingabouthungrystudents.

ALYSSIAWRIGHT:Everyday.Iworryaboutthem everyday.Ithinkaboutiteverynight.

Wecomeupwithwayseveryweektofindanewwaytogetmealstoourkids.

TURNER:Butthisisreallyimportant,Noel.Asthey'retryingtofindthesenewways,many

mealprograms-infact,themajority-appeartobelosingmoney.Andsomeareevenat

riskofhavingtolayoffstaffsoon.

KING:Andinthemeantime,30millionkidsrelyonthis.Canthefederalgovernmentdo

anything?

TURNER:Well,Iwanttofocusononereallyinterestingwildcardinthiswholeequation.In

thespring,CongresscreatedsomethingcalledPandemicEBT.Itbasicallytookthevalue

oftheschoolmealsthatkidsweren'tgettinginthespringanditputit-usuallyinalump

sum ofafewhundreddollars-ontoadebitcardthatfamiliescouldusedirectlyatthe

grocerystore.Now,LaurenBauer,theresearcheratBrookings,shestudiedthisprogram.

Andshesaysitkeptbetween21/2and31/2millionchildrenoutofhungerthissummer.

ButbyLaborDay,it'sexpirednowin33states.AndonlyCongresscanrenewit.Andthat

doesn'tseem likelytohappenanytimesoon-atleast,notatthemoment.

KING:NPReducationcorrespondentCoryTurner.Thanksforyourreportingonthis,Cory.

TURNER:Thankyou,Noel.


