D the conflicts between rich and poor
@ Inother ways. the film js specd,c to south Koreaq.

MARY LOUISE KELLY, HOST: ?i ? % r.l.‘t

The South Korean movie “ isan mternatronal sensatron and at is partly for its
universal themes like _Q _@ . One example,
says NPR's Neda Ulaby, has tpo do wrth
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NEDA ULABY, BYLINE: "Parasite's" action %ddles betweﬁ.a gleaming modernrst

\ mansion floating in the hills of Seouland a s ualrd re ﬂ‘ E‘ js a ww
Tfé‘ (SOUNDBITE OF FILM, "PARASITE") Hn,.ﬂ T basemeni: ’

{m UNIDENTIFIED ACTOR: (As character, speaking in Korean

ULABY: The mansion could be in Berlin, Dubai, LA The basement apartment is

Seoul 100%, says Gina Kim, who grew up in South Korea.

GINA KIM: Yeah, the basement unit (laughter y
"o T/ immaer tad 'ﬁ%ﬁssor at

ULABY: Kim works as UCLA. These basement apartments, she says,
date from the days of WMetween the U.S. and the Soviet Union

af wff,&r standoff 124

korea KIM: And they startei to build bunkers inafl t mldrngs even in big apartment burldrngs.

@ a I‘EOL ULABY There's in the movre But out these semi- basement bun

ka the says. They w re d peats and rone to
South Korea, in just decades, Eé_ @ the ad to‘ﬂrgme

@ Weﬂt semi-underground apartments urrng In, but that did t mean

from ber %’, arid’s poorest econdmiés tothe Jith la est
one a{ People can look |nto them. People pee on the windows. People park thelr cars, ﬁ ﬁ
rab
%

@ sepmi-basement units became ges)
aCCO mmﬂ dDB N JONG-HO: (Speaking in Korean) Okln9 wha‘te Ver ['f,‘tLe SUn LI?h‘t f
ULABY: “P4ra on Jong- ho says he family in the ba ants to rise,
WO* but therﬁ)}grﬁ;ngg( I|teralliand figuratively. Wﬁg’] ?F%é UL”O{EY' rCa dhal/é
BOON: (Through interpy, r}the ent homes are only
very similar to the psychology of our pre%;mswp Qﬁam and H’?\; couﬂtﬂj
hO Wergn l u blﬁ b Qﬂ r)ﬁfeel lost. Andt ){Q S@I!SE And the economy is not Q?%

th[d -ﬁ;l;—t just about numbers. Of ﬂfe” Or‘lf
frain Towards wealth @1t olso Cries g |ot' of pymotion ag we

ULABY: Anxiety is part of its This 2008 indie rock hit, "Cheap

Coffee," LONCLINY gﬂﬂng P@U le Taile b cdreams ﬂ‘f‘ C ass mob; b
@O\/ekomu@oUNDBITEOF SONG, "CHEAP COFFE/I)E ) () POPWZF culture AL%% %‘I’J

SO th CHANG KIHA: (Srngrng in Korean).
s not even
eC oNOMIC M This kinp! E%@gra cup of cheap coffee © but L Still 991’ hearibum
S l—f uLCLT/‘O ULABY The metaphor ere, says Gina Kim, are not eapemally subtle. But then agarn /\_,-,%‘

the story in Parasite and aroun the world
Neda Ulaby, NPR News. 9 D"f gtruLfUU"al /nequa Jﬁ/j %/\J
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