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120,000-year-oldfootprintsfoundinSaudiArabia--andtheymightbehuman

ByAmyWoodyatt,CNN， September22,2020

(CNN)Hundredsoffossilized footprints datingback120,000yearshavebeendiscovered

inSaudiArabia,andtheymightpointtotheearliestevidenceofhumanmovementinto

theregion,accordingtoanewstudyin ScienceAdvances.

Researchers discovered hundreds offossilized footprints,which were exposed by

sedimenterosion,duringasurveyofanancientlakeinSaudiArabia'sNefudDesert.

Inamongthe376ancientshapesdiscoveredaroundAlatharlake,expertsidentified

animalfootprints,includingprintsbelongingtohorses,camelsandelephants--notable

becauseelephantsappearedtohavegoneextinctintheLevantabout400,000yearsago.

Butmoresurprisingly,researcherssaidtheydiscoveredsevenhomininfootprints,which,

ifconfirmed,couldbeevidenceoftheearliestdatedevidenceofthehumanspeciesin

theArabianPeninsula.

"Weimmediatelyrealizedthepotentialofthesefindings,"Mathew Stewart,oneofthe

study'sleadauthorsfrom theMaxPlanckInstituteforChemicalEcology,saidina

statement.

"Footprintsareauniqueform offossilevidenceinthattheyprovidesnapshotsintime,

typicallyrepresentingafew hoursordays,aresolutionwetendnot[to]getfrom other

records,"headded.

Researchersbelievethatthefootprintsdatetothelastinterglacialperiod--atimewhich

saw humidconditionsthatfacilitatedhumanandanimalmovementacrossaregion

whichwasotherwisecomprisedofdeserts.

Fossilandarcheologicalrecordsshowthattheseconditionsaidedhumanmigrationfrom

AfricatotheLevant,researcherssaid.

"Itisonlyafterthelastinterglacial[period]withthereturnofcoolerconditionsthatwe

havedefinitiveevidenceforNeanderthalsmovingintotheregion,"Stewartsaid."The

footprints,therefore,mostlikelyrepresenthumans,orHomosapiens."

Afterstudyingthefootfalls,expertsbelievethedenseconcentrationoftrackssuggests

animalsgatheredaroundthelakeasaresultofdryconditionsanddiminishingwater,

whilehumanscouldhaveusedtheareaforwaterandforaging.



"Weknow peoplevisitedthelake,butthelackofstonetoolsorevidenceoftheuseof

animalcarcassessuggeststhattheirvisittothelakewasonlybrief,"Stewartadded.


