
Tasks

1.Readaloudthenewsandrecordyourspeaking.Besureyoucanpronounceeveryword

correctly.

2.Listasmanyphrasesaspossible,togetherwiththeChineseequivalents.

FloodRiskstoLow-IncomeHomestoTripleby2050

Suchhousingisoftenalreadyinpoorrepairandresidents

arealreadystrugglingtomakeendsmeet

By DanielCusick, E&ENews on December1,2020

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/flood-risks-to-low-income-homes-to-triple-by-2050/

Theriskofcoastalfloodsdamagingordestroyinglow-incomehomeswilltripleoverthe

next30yearsasrisingtidesandstorm surgesencroachonlow-lyingdevelopedareas,according

tonewfindingsfrom thenonprofitsClimateCentralandNationalHousingTrust.

By2050,researcherssay,morethan25,000affordablehousingunitsareexpectedtosee

coastalfloodingatleastonceinatypicalyear— upfrom 7,700just20yearsago,withthe

largestnumberof at-risk housing units in three states:New Jersey,New York and

Massachusetts.

Amongthestudy'smorestrikingfindingsarethatnearlyhalfofNewJersey's"largestockof

exposedaffordablehousingunitscouldfloodatleastfourtimesperyear"by2050.FourNew

Jerseycities— AtlanticCity,Camden,PennsGroveandSalem — areofparticularconcern,

researchersfound,astheyareamongthepoorestinthecountry,withanaveragemedian

householdincomeofunder$29,000peryear.

PacificandGulfCoastregions— includinglow-lyingpartsofLouisiana,Texas,California

andWashington—willalsoseeelevatedriskofcoastalfloodingamongaffordablehousingunits,

thestudyfound.

"These impacts mayincrease maintenance costs,threaten public health,and cause

profounddisruptionstofamiliesalreadystrugglingtomakeendsmeet,"researchersMaya

BuchananandBenStraussofClimateCentralwrote.Theproblem iscompoundedbythefact

thataffordablehousingis"frequentlyinpoorrepairtobeginwith,[and]additionaldamagefrom

floodingmaybeparticularlychallenging—andexpensive—toremedy."

The study,publishedin EnvironmentalResearchLetters,isdescribedasthefirstnationwide

assessmentofcoastalfloodrisksfacingaffordablehousing,anditaddstoagrowingbodyof

research showing the disproportionate impacts climate change is having on low-income,

disadvantagedandminoritycommunitiesacrossthecountry.

"Tomethecorepointhereisnotthesheernumbers"ofhomesfacingelevatedrisk,Strauss

saidinaninterview."It'sthevulnerabilityofthepeoplewhoarethreatened.Theydon'thaveany

easyrecourseorremedytodealwiththisproblem."

Expertssaythechallengesofreducingclimateriskformiddle-andlow-incomeresidents

arecomplex.Inoldercities,likeNewYorkandBoston,affordablehousingcanbeconcentrated

inurbanwaterfrontareaswhereresidentsareattachedsociallyandeconomicallytotheirhomes

andneighborhoods.Theyhavelittlemeansorincentivetomove.Inotherplaces,affordable



housing— bothprivatelyandpubliclyowned— werepurposefullyconstructedinfloodplains

becausepropertywascheapandconsideredunsuitableforothertypesofdevelopment.

RobMoore,aseniorpolicyanalystattheNaturalResourcesDefenseCouncil,saidsuch

factorsleavelow-incomefamilies— manyofwhom arerenters— trappedinpropertieswith

risingdisasterrisk,plummetingrealestatevalues,deterioratingenvironmentalconditionsand

littleornoinvestmentbypropertyownerswhoseenolong-term futurefortheirproperties.

Yetgovernmenthousingsecurityprogramstendtooverlookrenters,Mooreadded,"adding

tothisproblem ofclimatedisplacementforpeoplewhocanillaffordtobeoutoftheirhomes."

Themosteffectivesolutionsarefocusedonadaptationandresilience,eitherbyhelpingpeople

moveoutofharm'swayorprovidingpublicinvestmentinelevatingorflood-proofinghomes.

"It'sthecommunitiesthatrecognizetheseproblemsnowandarebeingproactiveaboutit

thataregoingtobethemostsuccessful,"Mooresaid."Alackofaffordablehousingdoesn'tfix

itself.Thesameistrueofsea-levelrise.Ifyouwaitfortheproblem tocomeinyourfrontdoor,

thenyou'vewaitedtoolong."

AccordingtotheClimateCentralstudy,thecitieswiththelargestnumberofaffordable

housingunitsatriskoffloodinginducedbyrisingsealevelsareNew YorkCity(4,774units),

AtlanticCity(3,167units)andBoston(3,042units).Bypercentageincrease,thehighest-risk

citiesareNorfolk,Va.,andCharleston,S.C.,eachofwhichisexpectedtoseeamorethan

fivefoldjumpinat-riskaffordablehousingunitsby2050.


